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After collapsing from an illness while attending a business meeting, a dying Artemio Cruz, a rich
and powerful land owner in modern Mexico, is driven by conscience to recall his corrupt life.

About the AuthorCarlos Fuentes (Panamá, 1928) is considered the father of modern Latin
American literature. Besides writing, he has held a number of diplomatic positions in the United
States, Latin America and Europe.
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video meliora proboque, “Superlatively Well-Written, Intense, Profound -- and Extremely
Dangerous to Depressed Readers. Caveat: This review is specific to my current, idiosyncratic
reading needs. Specifically, I need not to have my depression exacerbated. Short version: if you
are ill and trying not to focus on your physical being, and would be disturbed by the graphic
depiction of the physical decomposition and mental fragmentation of a dying protagonist who is
sociopathic, power-consumed, hateful and in no imaginable way sympathetic, don't read this
book. Longer version follows.----------Some people achieve greatness, and some people
assiduously avoid it and have great novels thrust upon them. This one was inflicted on me by my
book club, which chose it, presumably, to honor the recently-deceased Fuentes (who
unquestionably *deserves* to be honored). I chose to read the Spanish edition, just because I
could and would have felt guilty about doing otherwise, so your mileage may vary, linguistically
speaking, if the English translation is especially good or bad, but I think my opinion would be
language-invariant over all editions. I'm sure it'd be equally unremittingly depressing rendered
into any form of human communication. (Don't get me wrong; it's a powerful, superlatively-well-
written, historically- and politically-illuminating novel. Don't read it if you're already dysphoric,
though.)Understand that this isn't going to be incisive literary analysis (fat chance of that; sooner
will I press a Mack truck than succeed in deconstructing Fuente's narrative technique). I'm really
more interested in the politics of power and brutality and oppression.Mikhail Bakunin said that,
the day after the revolution, the revolutionary ought to be executed. With the caveat that I don't
personally believe in executing anyone, ever, I think that Artemio Cruz makes a pretty good case
for Bakunin's assertion. Cruz starts out at the very bottom of the social hierarchy, conceivably
with a measure of good intentions in participating in the revolution -- though also an obvious
propensity for violence. (He kills his uncle and rapes the woman who's to become the love of his
life.) He's more a Mexican Charles Foster Kane, though, than he is the sort of privileged-from-
birth man-fratboy sociopathic narcissist that, say, certain right-wing American politicians seem to
be. (He's definitely sociopathic, just not born to the manner.) But he decays spiritually through
the flashbacks, if you can put them into any kind of order (as he does physically, in the present)
and becomes a monster (though, from my personal perspective, anyone willing to participate in
extremities of violence in the first place, no matter what the pretext, doesn't exactly start out from
a place of spiritual purity; even revolutionary wars don't enchant me). If Cruz's early life is
supposed to redeem him, it doesn't work for me, though his older persona becomes something
even more appalling. Winston Churchill, quoting some French general whose name eludes me,
is himself famously quoted as having said that young men who aren't liberal have no hearts, and
that older men who haven't become conservative have no brains. I remember once declaring to
some of my students campaigning for a candidate who shall go nameless that, "as the brainless
addressing the heartless," I "really didn't like their politics." Why this occurs to me is that I think
Fuentes is playing on the perceived ineluctability of this transmogrification from idealist to



monster, and it bothers me, because although it may be common, I don't think itis ineluctable.
Also, it fails adequately to indict the silver-spoon, cradle-to-grave sociopaths and
megalomaniacs, though I'm sure Fuentes has no use for them, either.I have some sympathy for
Cruz, mostly because he's dying painfully, and it's excruciating to be asked to partake of that
experience vicariously when your own health isn't good, and few of us are immune from health
issues. There is kind of a "stereo-optical" effect. Could Fuentes have achieved the same effect
without plunging us full-bore into moribundity and putrescence? No, I don't think so.Would I have
been more interested in trying to empathize with a character who had exhibited or retained
some measure of youthful idealism (and had, consequently, much less (toxic) effect on the
world)? Yes, but persistent idealists (e.g., M.L. King, Jr.) are the ones who do actually end up
being assassinated, rather than the revolutionaries ripe to become oppressors in their own right,
and such a tome wouldn't have been particularly revelatory of the realities of any sort of history
or politics.I admire Fuentes. I think he's a kindred spirit, politically and ideologically. But he
merely reaffirms my worst perceptions of the world as a place where "feeble conviction" is
almost invariably overborne by toxic "passionate intensity," even in the history of one life. It's
deeply depressing.”

Pyralidae, “A Fuentes hay que leerlo. Este libro esta magníficamente bien escrito, lógico pues es
Fuentes su autor, y es muy interesante su estilo y como se mueve la historia a través del tiempo.
La realidad Mexicana con sus gobiernos corruptos y sus guerras atroces y con idealismo
fingido es igual en toda latino América. El relato es franco pero siempre interesante y real.”

Juan Dominguez, “Uno de los intelectuales mas grandes de Latinoamerica, tanto .... Uno de los
intelectuales mas grandes de Latinoamerica, tanto como para arropar a Gabriel García
Marqués, en esta entrega Carlos Fuentes describe su infinita mexicanidad. En el viejo Artemio
Cruz revive el México de su sangre. Y lucha, y mata, y muere por su tierra. Para terminar siendo
de una nueva casta privilegiada. Si lo hicieron los lideres religiosos, comunistas. Y presidentes
"democráticos" ?Por que los revolucionarios no?”

m arcia R. Gibert, “historical , cultural , psycological frame of mind of political leaders of that
time.. The raw language of the protagonist which gives the reader a front row of the mentality of
thee time.”

Michael McLarnon, “no quiero morir bro. This is one of the first books I've ever read in Spainish.
It was hard to follow, being written in the first person of an delirious, elderly man who is dying.
Hard to follow but certainly worth the effort.  Well written and excellent story.Viva Mexico!”

Rebecca A. Lundwall, Counselor (ral1@flash.net), “La muerte de Artemio Cruz. Good read.”

Dr. Christopher M. Minio, “A must-read for specialists in Spanish and Latin American Studies.



This is a must-read for students of and experts in Spanish and Latin American Studies. I used it
as a primary source in my doctoral dissertation in the field.”

bobo05, “Intriguing. Great novel. A classic. A must read.”

maria lm, “Good good.. Good quality of the item. I'm loving this leisure reading.”

Sara Small, “Good quality and punctual delivery.. Book was in great condition, arrived on time.
Am really enjoying it. Thank you:)”

arturo, “Artemio forever. Una historia indispensable para conocer la historia del México
posrevolucionario y los avatares de un personaje fascinante. Nos muestra un Carlos Fuentes en
plenitud e irrumpiendo en la narrativa latinoamericana con explosividad en un lejano 1962.”

The book by Carlos Fuentes has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 271 people have provided feedback.
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